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Asian American lawmakers say State's 'assignment restrictions' discriminate
Laura Kelly

Rep. Andy Kim (D-N.J.) viewed working at the State Department as a dream job until
he left it after experiencing what he described as discrimination based on his Korean
heritage.

Bonnie Cash Asian American lawmakers say State's 'assignment restrictions'
discriminate Kim, the son of Korean immigrants, was informed by letter while at the
agency during the Obama administration that he was barred from working on any
issues related to Korea. He had never pursued work in the region but found the letter
chilling.

"It was disturbing to me that while I was doing my work there, including a tour out in
Afghanistan and elsewhere, that my government was - my employer even - was suspicious of
me," Kim, a Rhodes scholar with a doctorate in international relations, said in an interview
with The Hill.

Kim, who left the State Department in 2016, had been placed on an "assignment restriction" -
a controversial policy that continues to draw criticism of bias and errors despite reforms put
in place in October 2016.

Critics say the policy is flawed and a significant barrier to efforts aimed at improving
diversity at the State Department in general.

As a member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Kim is engaging with State
Department leadership on the restriction issue and to improve retention and promotion of
underrepresented minorities.

"If we can have people who understand these cultures on a deeper level, have native fluency
in different languages, that should be a strength of ours and that is what we would want to
strengthen our ties with other countries around the world," Kim said.

"I just don't want us to think about that as a liability or as a potential threat."



The Foreign Affairs Manual says assignment restrictions, which can come out during the
initial security clearance process or when they are reviewed by the Bureau of Diplomatic
Security, can be placed on an individual over family ties to a particular country or if a person
has substantial financial interests or foreign contacts in a particular country.

The manual says the restrictions are meant "to prevent potential targeting and harassment by
foreign intelligence services as well as to lessen foreign influence and/or foreign preference
security concerns."

The 2016 reforms instituted included efforts to increase transparency around such decisions
and to strengthen the appeals process.

But advocates who pushed for reforms say they failed to be implemented fully during the
Trump administration, another casualty of what critics said was a general assault on the
State Department's integrity. Advocates in particular want the appeals process to take place
outside the Bureau of Diplomatic Security.

"Unfortunately for assignment restrictions, the appeal goes straight back to the exact office
that made the decision," said Rep. Ted Lieu (D-Calif.), a Taiwanese immigrant who serves as
a colonel in the Air Force Reserve and is critical of the restrictions.

Lieu said he believes Secretary of State Antony Blinken has the power to impose that reform
immediately, but if such a change isn't made, lawmakers could legislate it.

The proposed Department of State Authorization Act of 2021, authored by House Foreign
Affairs Committee Chairman Gregory Meeks (D-N.Y.) and ranking member Michael McCaul
(R-Texas), would make the appeals process similar to that for a security clearance and
mandate that any review be resolved within 60 days.

Other suggested reforms include adding an officer responsible for diversity and inclusion on
any appeals panel, to formalize data gathering to better measure against anecdotal criticism
that the restrictions are biased and to set standards for improvement.

The lack of hard data is a point of confusion for lawmakers and advocates.
An official with the American Foreign Service Association said that the organization sought
data in June 2020 from the State Department broken down by gender, ethnicity and other
criteria to evaluate whether certain groups were suffering disproportionately, but only
received some general information.

CNN reported that it had obtained a sensitive-but-unclassified 2018 letter to House
lawmakers that said restrictions had affected 166 employees in 2015, 168 in 2016 and 307 in
2017.

Lieu, during a House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing in March, pressed Blinken to
provide data, including a breakdown of those restricted by race and ethnicity, but has yet to
receive any response.

He said he is willing to give the issue a few more weeks, but silence from the State
Department is likely to be met with a second, formal request, with any legal action viewed as
a last resort.

While the restrictions can impact any ethnic minority at the State Department, advocates say
it disproportionately impacts Asian Americans. The Asian American Foreign Affairs
Association was a key driving force behind the 2016 reforms.



"I have had meetings with Asian American State Department employees, and they would tell
me about their assignment restriction and how there was literally no basis for those
restrictions," said Lieu.

"The only thing they could figure out was it was because of their last name or their ethnicity."

A State Department spokesperson wrote in an emailed response to The Hill that the agency
"does not and will not request information relating to an employees' race and ethnicity" when
adjudicating security clearances and said that these are not factors in evaluating eligibility
for security clearance.

The spokesperson said the agency does not make assignment restrictions based on protected
characteristics of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability or age and that it does
not discriminate based on these characteristics.

Further, the spokesperson said that assignment restrictions address concerns listed in the
National Security Adjudicative Guidelines that would otherwise result in a security clearance
being denied.

The guidelines followed are laid out in directives by the Office of Director of National
Intelligence, specifically "Security Executive Agent Directive 4" guidelines, the spokesperson
said. The 27-page guidelines were updated in 2017.
"Each case is evaluated using the whole person concept, which is a careful weighing of
reliable information about the person, past and present, favorable and unfavorable."

The spokesperson said the State Department is committed to diversity, equity, inclusion and
accessibility as well as fair and equal treatment of men and women in the workforce.

"As the Secretary said during his March hearing, we take reports of discrimination very
seriously, and are conducting a thorough review of our assignment processes and
adjudication procedures," the spokesperson continued.

"The Department is also evaluating the process in its entirety, including the assignment
restriction review process."

Blinken has said improving diversity and retention of minorities at the State Department is
the yardstick he'll use for evaluating whether he succeeded or failed as the nation's top
diplomat. And lawmakers and advocates are cautiously optimistic that the Biden
administration will follow through.

An encouraging step was the appointment in April of Gina Abercrombie-Winstanley, a career
foreign service officer who served as ambassador to Malta, to the newly created position of
chief diversity officer.

"You don't appoint Gina to a position like this if you don't mean business," said Jenna
Ben-Yehuda, a former State Department official and president and CEO of the Truman
National Security Project and the Truman Center for National Policy.

Abercrombie-Winstanley was one of three co-chairs to the Truman Center's task force that
published in March a road map to increasing diversity at the State Department.

"She combines this unique, really, skill set of understanding the experiences of being a black
woman coming up, having spent over 30 years in the department, understands every little
trick in the book," Ben-Yehuda said.



"She understands all of the minutia while also being a strategic thinker, and that is a really
rare combination. She'll be really powerful in this role."

Rep. Joaquin Castro (D-Texas) is planning on reintroducing legislation addressing diversity
at the State Department that would, among other things, formalize Abercrombie-Winstanley's
position. He welcomed the early moves by the Biden administration but said more work needs
to be done.

"I think they're moving in the right direction. It's a big improvement over the Trump
administration," he told The Hill.

Kim said he is engaged with Biden administration officials over improving diversity at the
agency and said that, on top of being the right thing to do, it is critical to America's national
security.

"There are some, now, real questions where some of our adversaries are trying to say that the
system of America does not work, both in terms of our democracy and our diversity and we
have to counter that," he said.

"The State Department is one of the most key ways in which that happens."

Tensions between Israel and Palestinians escalating toward a full-scale war, U.N.
warns
Sam Meredith

Provided by CNBC A view of damaged 9-storey Al Jawhara Tower after it was hit by
Israeli warplanes in Gaza Strip, in Gaza City, Gaza on May 12, 2021.

LONDON — The United Nations has called for an immediate cease-fire in the Gaza
Strip, warning the devastating violence between Palestinian militants and Israeli
security forces is on the cusp of spiraling out of control.

The most severe outbreak of violence in Gaza since the 2014 war has prompted a
deepening sense of international concern, with ostensibly no end in sight to the crisis.



"Stop the fire immediately. We're escalating towards a full scale war," Tor
Wennesland, United Nations Middle East envoy, said via Twitter late Tuesday.

"Leaders on all sides have to take the responsibility of deescalation. The cost of war
in Gaza is devastating & is being paid by ordinary people. UN is working (with) all
sides to restore calm. Stop the violence now."
Israel has carried out deadly airstrikes in the Gaza Strip in recent days, an enclave
where roughly 2 million Palestinians have lived under a stringent Israeli-Egyptian
blockade since Hamas came to power in 2007.

Gaza's Health Ministry said on Wednesday that the death toll from Israeli airstrikes
had climbed to 43 Palestinians, including 13 children. Israeli airstrikes also leveled
two tower blocks on Tuesday.

The United Nations cited reports on Tuesday that more than 900 Palestinians in East
Jerusalem had been injured between May 7 and May 10, and over 200 in the West
Bank, "most by Israeli security forces," some of whom had also been hurt.

More than 1,000 rockets have been fired by Palestinian militants at Israeli towns in
the past 36 hours, according to Israel's Foreign Ministry. Five people have been
killed by rocket fire, Israel said, with over 200 injured.

Provided by CNBC A huge column of smoke seen from Gaza city billows from an oil
facility in the southern Israeli city of Ashkelon, on May 11, 2021, after rockets were
fired by the Palestinian Hamas movement from the Gaza Strip towards Israel.

The dramatic escalation of tensions follows protests over the potential eviction of
Palestinian families from East Jerusalem by Israeli settlers and access to one of the
most sacred sites in the city.

The United Nations agency responsible for Palestinian refugees, UNRWA, sounded
the alarm on Monday that over eight Sheikh Jarrah families, approximately 75
persons in total, were at risk of forced eviction.

Violent clashes between Israeli security forces and Palestinians were also reported on
Friday as people were reportedly blocked from reaching a holy hilltop compound in

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/05/1091722
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/unrwa-joins-other-un-entities-raising-alarm-over-eight-sheikh-jarrah
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/unrwa-joins-other-un-entities-raising-alarm-over-eight-sheikh-jarrah


the city. The revered site is known by Muslims as al-Haram al-Sharif, and by Jews as
Temple Mount.

Rupert Colville, a U.N. rights office spokesperson, said the treatment of those
protesting and even those who weren't protesting last week was "extremely worrying."

"People who were simply praying or people who were having their iftar, who've been
subjected to violence or completely unprovoked responses by the security forces,"
Colville said.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said via Twitter on Wednesday that he had
spoken about the escalating violence with Israeli Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi.
"Israelis and Palestinians need to be able to live in safety and security, as well as
enjoy equal measures of freedom, security, prosperity, and democracy," Blinken said.

Diplomatic Push to End Israel-Gaza Fighting Builds as Toll Rises
Amy Teibel

(Bloomberg) -- Fierce clashes between the Israeli military and rocket squads in the
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip spurred a concerted diplomatic push to end the most serious
fighting to convulse the area since a 2014 war.

Photographer: SOPA Images/LightRocket Israel Vows Harsher Gaza Attacks as Sides
Draw Nearer to War

Egypt, the United Nations and the U.S. appealed for de-escalation as relentless
Israeli air raids and Palestinian rocket barrages sent the death toll climbing.

Forty-eight Palestinians have been reported killed in Gaza and six people in Israel
since the violence abruptly exploded late Monday. Three Palestinians have died in
confrontations with Israeli security forces in the West Bank.

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/05/1091722
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/ilhan-omar-fires-back-at-donald-trump-for-support-of-israel/ar-BB1gDKxe?ocid=msedgdhp


The bombardments escalated sharply Tuesday evening as Hamas unleashed a massive
volley of rockets at metropolitan Tel Aviv, Israel’s commercial heartland, and Israel’s
south that overwhelmed missile defenses. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
warned that “Hamas will pay a very heavy price for its aggression,” and a torrent of
airstrikes followed, targeting military facilities, buildings used by the Islamic militant
group, and key intelligence and military commanders.

Worried regional and international powers appealed for calm, and Palestinian media
reported that Egypt, which traditionally has mediated Israeli-Gaza conflicts, will send
separate delegations to each side Wednesday. The UN Security Council has scheduled
a second emergency session on the crisis for Wednesday. U.S. President Joe Biden
directed National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan and Secretary of State Antony
Blinken to reach out to their Israeli counterparts.

The hostilities spilled over from weeks of clashes between Israeli security forces and
Palestinians in contested Jerusalem. The holy city, home to Jewish, Muslim and
Christian shrines, lies at the heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and competing
claims to it have underpinned the latest confrontation.

“The occupation set this fire in Jerusalem and is responsible for any bombing that
takes place,” Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh said late Tuesday. “If the occupation
wants to escalate, then the resistance is ready, and if it wants to stop, the resistance is
also ready.”

The violence has set off a wave of protests by Israeli Arabs in support of the
Palestinians, and unprecedented clashes with Jews and destruction of property in
several cities. A state of emergency was declared on Tuesday in the central city of Lod,
where Jews and Arabs live in a mixed community, after Arab assailants set
synagogues, shops and cars on fire following the killing of an Arab resident by a
Jewish man amid rioting a day earlier.
Israel and Gaza have skirmished repeatedly since Hamas took control of Gaza in
2007, and have fought three wars, the last seven years ago.

The current round has roots in tensions that have been festering since the beginning
of the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan in April. Israeli restrictions on gathering at
a traditional Ramadan meeting place outside Jerusalem’s Old City touched off the
unrest, but after they were lifted, protests were rekindled by the threatened evictions
of Palestinians from longtime homes in the eastern sector of the city that Israel
captured in 1967.

The Palestinians and much of the international community consider east Jerusalem
occupied territory. Fighting is flaring at a time when Netanyahu’s rivals are trying to
piece together a government after the fourth election in two years, and it has already
impeded those efforts.

Mansour Abbas, head of the Islamist United Arab List faction, froze negotiations to
join that potential coalition, citing the ongoing conflict. The lethal surge in violence
has made it untenable for Abbas to join a Zionist-led government at this time, but he
told Israel Radio on Wednesday that he’ll go back to talks once the fighting is over.



UN watchdog: Iran has enriched uranium to highest purity yet
David Rising - Associated Press

BERLIN (AP) — Iran has enriched uranium to slightly higher purity than previously
thought due to “fluctuations” in the process, the United Nations' atomic watchdog
said Wednesday.

Provided by Associated Press FILE - This Jan. 15, 2011 file photo shows Arak heavy
water nuclear facilities, near the central city of Arak, 150 miles (250 kilometers)

southwest of the capital Tehran, Iran. The United Nations’ atomic watchdog says Iran
has enriched uranium to slightly higher purity than previously thought due to

“fluctuations” in the process in a report that underscores the challenges diplomats
face in ongoing talks to bring the United States back into the nuclear deal with

Tehran. (AP Photo/ISNA, Hamid Foroutan, File)

The report underscores the challenges diplomats face in ongoing talks, that began in
April, to bring the United States back into the 2015 nuclear deal with Tehran, which
is supported by U.S. President Joe Biden.

The initial announcement from Iran that it would start enriching to 60% — which is
not yet weapon’s grade but its highest purity yet — came just as the talks were to
begin in Vienna. International Atomic Energy Agency Director General Rafael Grossi
reported to member agencies on Tuesday that the latest inspections confirmed Iran
continues to enrich uranium at up to 60% purity in its Natanz plant.



Provided by Associated Press FILE - In this Feb. 3, 2007 file photo, a technician
works at the Uranium Conversion Facility just outside the city of Isfahan, Iran, 255
miles (410 kilometers) south of the capital Tehran. The United Nations’ atomic

watchdog says Iran has enriched uranium to slightly higher purity than previously
thought due to “fluctuations” in the process in a report that underscores the

challenges diplomats face in ongoing talks to bring the United States back into the
nuclear deal with Tehran. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)

Additionally, samples taken April 22 “showed an enrichment level of up to 63% ...
consistent with fluctuations of the enrichment levels experienced in the mode of
production at that time,” the IAEA said.

The agency added that on Monday inspectors had “verified that Iran had again
changed the mode of production” by which it was producing uranium enriched to
60% purity.

Iran has been steadily violating the restrictions of the landmark 2015 deal after
then-President Donald Trump pulled the U.S. out unilaterally in 2018 and reimposed
crippling sanctions. The deal promised Iran economic incentives in exchanges for
curbs on its nuclear program.

Iran has intended the violations to pressure the other nations involved — Germany,
France, Britain, China and Russia — into finding ways to offset the U.S. sanctions, so
far unsuccessfully.

The U.S. is not at the table for the talks that began in April, but the other members of
the nuclear deal, known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, or JCPOA, have
been shuttling between an American delegation also in Vienna and the Iranian
delegation.
The pact is meant to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear bomb, something the
country insists it does not want to do. The government in Tehran has said it is
prepared to reverse all of its violations but that Washington must remove all



sanctions imposed under Trump — including measures imposed over issues not
related to its nuclear program.

In addition to exceeding the purity of uranium enrichment past the 3.67% allowed,
Iranian violations of the JCPOA have also included installing more advanced
centrifuges and stockpiling more enriched uranium than permitted.

The U.S. has insisted that Iran must return to full compliance, but just how that would
be carried out is still being discussed. For example, diplomats involved concede that
Iranian nuclear scientists cannot unlearn the knowledge they acquired in the last
three years, but it is not clear whether Iran’s new centrifuges would need to be
destroyed, mothballed and locked away, or simply taken offline.

Despite its violations of all major restrictions of the JCPOA, the other countries
involved have insisted that it has been worth preserving, if nothing else because it has
meant IAEA inspectors have been able to continue monitoring Iran's nuclear
program.

That access may be further restricted soon, however.
Iran in February began restricting international inspections of its nuclear facilities,
but under a last-minute deal worked out on Feb. 21 during a trip to Tehran by Grossi,
some access was preserved.

Under the agreement, Iran said it would no longer share surveillance footage of its
nuclear facilities with the IAEA but promised to preserve the tapes for three months.
It will then hand them over to the IAEA if it is granted sanctions relief. Otherwise,
Iran has vowed to erase the recordings.

May 21 — one week from Friday — represents the end of that three-month window,
though there has been some suggestion Iran may extend the deadline if it is satisfied
with the progress of the Vienna talks.

Russian delegate Mikhail Ulyanov tweeted optimistically early Wednesday that it may
even be possible to conclude an agreement on bringing the U.S. back into the JCPOA
by that time.

“The Vienna talks make progress and the negotiators aim at completing the process
as soon (as) possible,” he write.

“Hopefully by May 21. It's very difficult but doable.”

Iran’s delegate to the talks, Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, threw some
cold water on the hope of extending the deadline, however, tweeting that the
resumption of the regular IAEA inspections “is predicated on sanctions being lifted."
"We'd like to get to it before 21 May, if possible,” he wrote.

“We're serious & determined, ready to do it even tomorrow: once sanctions (are)
verifiably lifted, we'll return to full implementation of the JCPOA.”



China's emissions now eclipse the developed world — preventing climate protection
Paul Bledsoe - opinion contributor

Getty ImagesChina's emissions now eclipse the developed world — preventing
climate protection

At the recent White House climate change summit President Biden made the
extraordinarily ambitious pledge of reducing U.S. emissions by 50 percent over 2005
levels by 2030. This commitment once again placed the United States in the vanguard
of climate protection and, along with significant actions by Europe and other U.S.
allies, represents the true beginning of long-term reductions in emissions globally.

Except for one thing: Chinese emissions continue to grow. China risks undercutting
all of the immense climate progress made by other major nations around the world.
This reality was made painfully clear in a new report released by the Rhodium Group
just last week. The groundbreaking study found that Chinese emissions alone in 2019
were enormous - larger than those of the entire developed world as a whole. This
stunning fact, although long forecast by this writer and other experts, threatens to
undercut global momentum to address climate change at just the very moment when
political support is growing almost everywhere else.

Even more worrisome, China's growing emissions will make reaching net zero global
emissions by 2050 within the Paris Agreement more difficult, and could trigger global
tipping points in natural systems that would make cataclysmic climate change far
more likely to occur.

It is now clear that China used the disastrous Trump-era hiatus in U.S. climate
leadership to ramp up coal production and use at home and abroad. Last year alone,
the Chinese built three times the coal of the rest of the world combined. And China
is constructing or planning, they say, the equivalent of another 300 large new coal
plants. The U.S. has not built a single new coal plant over a decade, nor have most
other Western nations, all of which are in fact closing coal plants at a rapid pace. In
addition to domestic coal builds, many of the Chinese plants would be constructed

https://rhg.com/research/chinas-emissions-surpass-developed-countries/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/explainer-nine-tipping-points-that-could-be-triggered-by-climate-change
https://www.carbonbrief.org/explainer-nine-tipping-points-that-could-be-triggered-by-climate-change
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/chinas-new-coal-power-plant-capacity-2020-more-than-3-times-rest-worlds-study-2021-02-03/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/09/23/1008786/china-carbon-neutral-coal-plants-un/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/09/23/1008786/china-carbon-neutral-coal-plants-un/


abroad, subsidizing high-emitting technology for developing countries, a perverse
way to buy influence.

China has made much of its pledge to be zero-emitting 40 years from now, in 2060.
But in 2020, Chinese emissions were more than a quarter of the global total at 27
percent, two and half times those of the U.S, the next largest at 11 percent, the new
data shows. China's current proposal under the Paris climate agreement allows its
emissions to continue to grow for the next decade, effectively preventing global
emissions from falling, even as climate scientists warn this is precisely what must
occur to prevent possible climate catastrophe.

At the White House climate summit, China claimed it would begin to "strictly limit"
coal consumption over the next five years, and then reduce coal emissions in absolute
terms by 2025. As hopeful as this language sounds, it masks the reality that in the next
five years, China says it will construct 300 more large new coal plants, locking in
decades of new, high emissions.

The Biden administration should challenge China directly on this point, confronting
Beijing with the fact that with such a massive coal construction buildout would violate
their just-made own promise to "strictly limit" coal over the next half-decade. Yet
even here, some analysts believe that these coal build "plans" by China are
purposefully over-scale, since current Chinese coal plants run at less than 50 percent
capacity. This suggests China could be yet again gaming expectations, intent on
claiming they are sacrificing coal builds they never intended to construct in the first
place. Nonetheless, China gets more than half its power from coal today, despite
many years of warnings about the need to reduce emissions.

Indeed, the U.S. can help China reduce its coal and carbon emissions by providing
lower-emitting US LNG gas imports to fulfill some of China's base-load power. Not
only would this gas displace more carbon intensive Chinese coal, but U.S. LNG has
far lower methane emissions than Russian gas, which the Chinese have also begun
using. Gas from Russia's notorious leaky Gazprom system not only helps prop up the
increasingly domestically repressive and internationally dangerous Vladimir Putin,
but Russian gas has methane emissions three or four times that of low-emitting US
gas, so U.S. gas is preferable on climate grounds.

More broadly, there are serious political risks for China in its disingenuous attempts
to game global climate policies. Climate integrity is becoming the benchmark
measure of international citizenship. If the Chinese continue to game various
loopholes in emissions reductions, they risk a fierce backlash by the very developing
nations and others they are trying to win over.

And it is important not to lose sight of China's own incredible vulnerability to
domestic climate change impacts. Its coastlines are tremendously susceptible to
sea-level rise, and tens of millions of its citizens could face displacement in coming
decades. China's long-term water supply, flood control and agricultural production
are likewise threatened by gradual reductions in water from the Tibetan plateau
glaciers that are melting at an unprecedented rate, as well as by climate
change-induced droughts. As China's autocratic leaders are intensely aware, the
inability to control floods and famine domestically has historically threatened the
stability and hold on power, and could so again for Communist Party leaders.

https://twitter.com/rhodium_group/status/1390329650249756678
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/22/climate/chinas-leader-xi-jinping-promises-to-strictly-limit-coal.html
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=47136
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=47136
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25650513/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25650513/
https://www.thatsmags.com/china/post/31417/how-rising-sea-levels-could-change-life-in-china-forever
https://www.thatsmags.com/china/post/31417/how-rising-sea-levels-could-change-life-in-china-forever


Whatever China's domestic weaknesses regarding climate, it's clear that the U.S. must
work closely with its European allies and others to finally force China to commit to
reducing its overall emissions levels in absolute terms no later than 2025. The Biden
team is entirely aware of this exigency, as witnessed by the statements of former
Secretary of State and climate envoy John Kerry, the first American official from the
new administration to visit China.

If China resists efforts by the rest of the world in coming months ahead of the COP 26
United Nations climate negotiations in Scotland to commit to emissions cuts, the U.S.
and its allies have a wide range of possible trade, technology, energy, security,
diplomatic and other options in response. Kerry has urged China to
"compartmentalize" climate negotiations apart from such issues. But the longer
China's emissions grow, the longer it prevents global emissions from falling and
delays effective climate protection - the more severe will be the responses from the
U.S. and the rest of the world.

Report: Red States Have the Best Economies by Following a Low-Tax Path
Tim Smart

(EVA MARIE UZCATEGUI/Getty Images) Supporters of US President Donald Trump
rally in front of a poll station at Westchester Regional Library in Miami, Florida on
November 3, 2020. - Americans were voting on Tuesday under the shadow of a

surging coronavirus pandemic to decide whether to reelect Republican Donald Trump,
one of the most polarizing presidents in US history, or send Democrat Joe Biden to
the White House. (Photo by Eva Marie UZCATEGUI / AFP) (Photo by EVA MARIE

UZCATEGUI/AFP via Getty Images)

Utah, Florida and Oklahoma – states that favor low tax and spending policies – come
out on top in the latest ALEC-Laffer State Economic Competitiveness Index released
on Wednesday.

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/utah
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/florida
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/oklahoma
https://www.richstatespoorstates.org/


States that fare the worst – New York, Vermont and New Jersey – are those that have
high state income taxes and large government-funded programs, according to the
"Rich States, Poor States" report from the American Legislative Exchange Council, a
conservative think tank.

One component of the index, the economic outlook ranking, evaluates states based on
15 factors that are closely influenced by state policies. "Generally speaking, states
that spend less — especially on income transfer programs — and states that tax less
— particularly on productive activities such as working or investing — experience
higher growth rates than states that tax and spend more," the report notes.

The index is named for Arthur Laffer, who rose to prominence as a key economic
adviser to former President Ronald Reagan. He is credited with the economic theory
known as the Laffer Curve, which argued that lower tax rates could bring in more
revenue as they spur economic growth. Others who authored this report include
Stephen Moore, a co-founder of The Club for Growth and economic adviser to former
President Donald Trump, and Jonathan Williams, chief economist for ALEC.
"People don't work to pay taxes," Laffer said in advance of the release of the 14th
issue of the report. "People work to get what they can after taxes."
The report also evaluates states' economic performance. Texas came in No. 1,
followed by Colorado and Washington. Connecticut, Louisiana and Alaska fared the
worst.
Utah, Washington and Colorado also rank highly for economic opportunity in the U.S.
News Best States rankings, released in March. They rank No. 4, 9 and 10, respectively,
although Alaska is No. 8.

The ALEC economic outlook ranking mirrors to some degree the partisan divide in
the country, with states that have eschewed income taxes and capped spending doing
the best. These include the red states of Utah, Florida and Texas. At the opposite end
of the spectrum are blue states such as New York and California, which have what
are considered "progressive" income tax policies.

"Do not do what they do," Laffer said, referring to the laggards.

Moore pointed to New York and Illinois losing congressional seats and California
losing population for the first time. "I am sitting in Chicago right now; it's one of the
world's great cities and it's just being ruined by bad policies. People are moving to
places like Utah and Florida, where you can't even buy a house now – you can't get a
construction crew for four months."

The report's release is timely given the emerging debate in Washington over whether
massive government spending programs – such as the $1.9 trillion American Rescue
Plan passed by Congress in March with no support from Republicans. Some in the
GOP are now pointing to the weak April jobs report as evidence that stimulus
payments and enhanced unemployment benefits are disincentivizing would-be
workers.

Adding fuel to the fire is the announcement on Monday that California now has a $76
billion surplus, with Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom proposing that residents get up
to $1,100 in stimulus payments. Newsom is currently facing a recall.
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The report comes less than a month after the U.S. Census Bureau issued its 2020
population and apportionment update. Texas was a big winner, the only state to gain
more than one new congressional seat. New York and California, by contrast, both
lost seats.

"Texas remains a great example of how avoiding an income tax and having a
free-market policy environment significantly boosts economic development efforts —
and attracts taxpayers and job creators from high-tax states, ALEC
economist Williams wrote April 26 after the Census released its count. "In fact, the
Lone Star State wisely banned a personal income tax in their state constitution."

The authors noted in their press call Florida's rise in the ranking, lauding the work of
Gov. Ron DeSantis, widely considered a top contender for the GOP 2024 presidential
nomination should Donald Trump not run.

* Copyright 2021 U.S. News & World Report

To read any of the reports by The New York Times, BBC, The
Guardian, Washington Post, Reuters or Associated Press, one could be forgiven for
thinking that Palestinian worshipers were severely mistreated by heavy-handed
Israeli security forces.
By Emanuel Miller

On Friday, thousands of Muslim worshippers chanted violent slogans while rioting on
the Temple Mount, Judaism’s holiest site, also location of the Al-Aqsa Mosque,
Islam’s third holiest place. Over 200 Palestinians and 17 Israeli police officers were
wounded in resulting clashes.

But that wasn’t how the media reported the story.

https://www.alec.org/article/new-census-report-americans-continue-to-vote-with-their-feet-in-favor-of-economic-opportunity/


To read any of the reports by The New York Times, BBC, The Guardian, Washington
Post, Reuters or Associated Press, one could be forgiven for thinking that Palestinian
worshipers were severely mistreated by heavy-handed Israeli security forces.
Such a representation is not only a distortion of the facts, but also blurs the bigger
picture.

Omitted from Reports: Palestinian Battle Cries
“Ya Qassam, Ya Habib/Bomb, bomb, Tel Aviv.”
Those were the words on the lips of not hundreds, but thousands, of Palestinians, who
had gathered at the Temple Mount to mark the last Friday of the month of Ramadan.
These weren’t the only violent words heard: the familiar old refrain, “With our soul,
with our blood, we’ll redeem you, Al Aqsa” was also repeatedly chanted.

Perhaps the most egregious example came in a segment by NPR, in which chants
were mentioned — but only those of a small group of Jewish extremists over the last
few weeks (2:40 in audio clip). The chants in Arabic sung by thousands, of Muslim
worshippers during the clashes this Friday night, however, weren’t deemed worthy of
inclusion.

While this went almost entirely unreported by foreign media, Reuters should be
credited for being one of the few news organizations that made mention of the
incitement to violence.

Meanwhile, self-proclaimed “pro-peace” IfNotNow organization described the hate
speech as “inspiring… Palestinian resistance,” saying “American Jews are with
you.”
Incredible, inspiring images of Palestinian resistance coming out of Jerusalem
tonight.

Simplistic ‘Sheikh Jarrah Land Conflict’ Framing
In recent days, a legal debate over the fate of a few properties in the Shimon
HaTzaddik/Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood in eastern Jerusalem has made international
headlines. While it is clear that this issue has been used as a rallying call by rioters in
Jerusalem, media reports have oversimplified the narrative to the point of effectively
ignoring Palestinian intolerance.

An article by the BBC published after the Friday night rioting serves as a perfect case
in point. It opened by documenting the numbers of injured and noting the weapons
used by each side, thereby creating the impression of ‘courageous’ Palestinians
underdogs standing up to brutal Israeli security personnel:

At least 163 Palestinians and six Israeli police officers have been hurt in clashes in
Jerusalem, Palestinian medics and Israeli police say. Most were injured at the
Al-Aqsa mosque, where Israeli police fired rubber bullets and stun grenades as
Palestinians threw stones and bottles.”

The next paragraph frames the issue as arising on the backdrop of another:
Tensions have been rising over the potential eviction of Palestinians from land
claimed by Jewish settlers.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/07/world/middleeast/evictions-jerusalem-israeli-palestinian-conflict-protest.html?searchResultPosition=4
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That’s all. Not a word about the recent trend of unprovoked attacks by
Palestinians on Jewish Israelis; or the non-stop incitement by Palestinian politicians,
religious leaders and media; or that the frequency of Palestinian terrorism almost
always increases during Ramadan.

Downplayed: Palestinian Violence
Another seemingly inconvenient fact ignored by the media is that Palestinian rioters
brought large rocks to the Temple Mount and stashed them inside Al Aqsa Mosque.
Videos of the clashes also show Palestinians using fireworks as weapons, forcing
Israeli border police to use shields to protect themselves. It also seems that lasers
were used to distract and disorient the officers.

This video footage provided by the Israeli Police is invaluable, as it helps viewers
properly understanding what is captured in the lead image used by the Washington
Post. The Post’s caption of the photo reads, “Palestinians react as Israeli police fire
stun grenades during clashes at the compound that houses the al-Aqsa mosque in
Jerusalem’s Old City.”

However, the picture very clearly shows fireworks exploding in mid-air, most likely
those used by Palestinians — with a view to harming Israeli security forces — that
prompted a response.

And whereas stun grenades were at times indeed used by security forces as a
dispersal method, this is what they actually look like when they explode.
It seems clear, then, that the Post‘s caption is inaccurate.

Unreported: Palestinian Power Struggle
For perhaps the first time ever, hundreds of Hamas flags were this weekend flown on
the Temple Mount. The terrorist organization that rules the Gaza Strip is dedicated to
Israel’s destruction and is evidently making inroads in Jerusalem.

The flags should speak for themselves, given that they represent a genocidal group.
But there is another angle to this occurrence.

As was widely expected, Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas recently
canceled legislative elections originally scheduled for May 22. Since then, tensions
have been rising between Abbas’ Fatah faction, which essentially governs the West
Bank by fiat, and Hamas. In response, Hamas has increased its incitement against the
Jewish state in what many analysts construe as an attempt to up its public profile by
demonstrating its nationalistic bona fides.

Unfortunately, readers are routinely deprived of detailed, nuanced coverage of the
decade-and-a-half-long intra-Palestinian conflict. This has resulted in fundamental
misperceptions about the relationship between Israel and the Palestinians, as well as
between the Palestinians themselves. In this case, the result is clear: readers are left
misinformed as to what truly accounts for the latest escalation of violence in
Jerusalem.
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Israel Violence Opens Painful Rupture Between Joe Biden, Pro-Palestine
Progressives
David Brennan

President Joe Biden has so far been quiet on the spiraling violence between Israel
and Palestinian factions, sparked by a land ownership dispute in Israeli-annexed East
Jerusalem that has since escalated into the worst exchanges of fire since 2014.

YOUSSEF MASSOUD/AFP via Getty Images A fire rages at sunrise in Khan Yunis
following an Israeli airstrike on targets in the southern Gaza Strip, early on May 12,

2021.

The president is under pressure to act to stop the familiar escalation of violence. At
least 48 people—including 14 children—have been killed in the Palestinian Gaza
Strip by Israel Defense Forces airstrikes, with six people killed in Israel by rocket
barrages and an anti-tank missile fired by Palestinian militant forces inside the
blockaded coastal enclave.

While Republicans and establishment Democrats offer full-throated support of Israeli
security, Biden is facing a wave of anger from the progressives on the left of his party.
The new president has so far avoided the ideological clashes with progressives that
many had predicted and, on the right, had hoped for.

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) said last month that Biden's administration
has "definitely exceeded expectations that progressives had."

Progressives welcomed Biden's action on the coronavirus stimulus package, his
climate change commitments, his push to raise the federal minimum wage, and his
backing of racial justice protests that captured the nation last summer.

But fresh Israeli-Palestinian violence now threatens to re-open a painful and
awkward fissure within the Democratic Party.
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Tuesday's brutal exchange of fire followed days of clashes in the East Jerusalem
neighborhood of Sheik Jarrah, where Palestinian families are facing dispossession by
Israeli authorities over a historic land dispute.

Tensions rose further last weekend when Israeli forces raided the revered Al-Aqsa
Mosque, injuring hundreds of Palestinian worshippers and prompting angry
condemnation from Muslim nations.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Benny Gantz
addressed the nation on Tuesday night, vowing that punitive IDF attacks in Gaza
would continue. "This is just the beginning," Gantz said.

Ismail Haniyeh, the head of the Hamas Islamist militant group that controls the Gaza
Strip, said: "If Israel wants to escalate, we are ready for it."

Hamas' barrage of hundreds of rockets towards Tel Aviv—Israel's largest city and
financial capital—was an unprecedented challenge. The crisis looks set to get worse
before it gets better.

Israeli officials reportedly refused a Hamas ceasefire offer on Tuesday night,
according to Israel's Channel 12, instead choosing to intensify attacks in the Gaza
Strip.

While rockets flew overhead, internal tensions boiled over into street clashes inside
Israel. A state of emergency has been declared in Lod after two nights of rioting by
Arab residents, in which synagogues and Jewish schools were reportedly set on fire.
Three Jewish men were also arrested after an Arab man was shot dead in the city.

The Biden Administration has called for de-escalation by both sides, though has
staunchly defended Israel's right to self-defense and condemned the rocket launches
by Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad from Gaza.

Biden also wrote to Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas urging him to
de-escalate the situation, though Abbas and his Fatah party have little sway over
Hamas, which has controlled Gaza since seizing the coastal territory from Fatah
following disputed elections in 2007.

The Biden Administration appears unlikely to break with the longstanding U.S. policy
of supporting Israel through crises and upticks in violence.

Even under President Barack Obama—lambasted by right-wing Americans and
Israelis for his perceived weak backing of Israel—the U.S. maintained its steadfast
support for Israel's right to self-defense against Hamas and other militant groups.

But there are strong winds blowing from the left. American progressives have long
been demanding a re-evaluation of America's alliance with Israel. Under successive
Netanyahu governments, Israeli politics has veered to the right.

The two-state solution is de facto defunct and ethnonationalism holds sway. The
nation state law passed in 2018 made "the right to exercise national

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/benjamin-netanyahu
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self-determination" unique to "the Jewish people" and downgraded the Arabic
language to a "special status" below Hebrew.

Palestinian protests in Gaza in 2018 and 2019 were met with live rounds, killing
almost 200 Palestinians and wounding thousands more despite international outrage.
The Statista infographic below shows the spike in deaths and injuries of Palestinians
across those two years.

Statista This infographic shows the number of people killed and wounded in
Israeli-Palestinian violence since 2008. Statista Netanyahu worked with
President Donald Trump's administration to move the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem,
expand illegal settlements, and annex the Golan Heights—taken from Syria at the end
of the 1967 war.

Leftists in the U.S. have demanded consequences for Israeli actions while trying to
diminish the influence of pro-Israel groups in America. Now, Democrats are

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/donald-trump


increasingly willing to condemn Israeli occupation of Palestinian land, military
action, and Netanyahu.

It poses difficulty for a Biden Administration that has repeatedly vowed to put human
rights at the center of its foreign policy approach, forcing it to juggle Palestinian civil
rights with America's longstanding alliance with Israel.

"If the Biden administration puts the rule of law and human rights at the heart of its
foreign policy, this is not a moment for tepid statements," said Sen. Chris Van Hollen
(D-MD) on Twitter.

Van Hollen also tweeted a United Nations document noting that Israeli efforts to evict
Palestinians from East Jerusalem violate international law.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) called on the president last week to "make clear to the
Israeli government that these evictions are illegal and must stop immediately."

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT) was openly critical of America's alliance with Israel
during his bid to be the Democratic nomination for the 2020 presidential election.
Sanders wrote on Twitter Tuesday: "I am extremely concerned by the growing conflict
in Israel and Palestine. Once again we are seeing how the irresponsible actions of
government-allied right-wing extremists in Jerusalem can escalate quickly into
devastating war."

He added: "The United States must call for an immediate cease-fire and an end to
provocative and illegal settlement activity. And we must also recommit to working
with Israelis and Palestinians to finally end this conflict."

In the House, the "Squad" of progressive female Democrats are pushing Biden to take
a tougher line on Israel.

Ocasio-Cortez wrote on Twitter that "Israeli forces are forcing families from their
homes during Ramadan and inflicting violence. It is inhumane and the U.S. must show
leadership in safeguarding the human rights of Palestinians."

After the raid on the Al-Aqsa Mosque, Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-MN), Rep. Rashida Tlaib
(D-MI), and Rep. André Carson (D-IN) issued a joint statement calling on the Biden
Administration to change course on Israel.

"We continue to provide the Israeli government with over $3 billion in military aid
every year—with no conditions or accountability for wanton human rights abuses and
continuing illegal seizures of Palestinian land," they wrote.

"It is long past time we finally take action to protect Palestinian human rights and
save lives," the statement concluded.

On Tuesday as the violence worsened, Omar condemned State Department
spokesperson Ned Price's daily briefing as "devoid of empathy and concern for
human suffering," as the diplomat dodged questions about Palestinian child
casualties and their right to self defense.
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Fellow "Squad" member Rep. Ayanna Pressley (D-MA) also called on the
administration to re-evaluate its significant military support to Israel. "American
government $$ should not finance state violence," she tweeted.

Amid criticism that the U.S. has not prioritized de-escalating the situation, Biden
Administration officials met with several Israeli officials behind the scenes on
Tuesday.

Among them, Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke with Israeli Foreign Minister
Gabi Ashkenazi.

National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan spoke with Israeli counterpart Meir
Ben-Shabbat, and according to The Times of Israel also held talks with Egyptian
officials who have been mediating between Israel and Hamas.

A White House readout said Sullivan communicated Biden's "unwavering support for
Israel's security and for its legitimate right to defend itself and its people, while
protecting civilians."

Axios reported Tuesday that an initial intervention by Sherman this weekend was met
with hostility by Israeli officials.

Price told reporters Tuesday: "Israel has the right to defend itself and to respond to
rocket attacks...The Palestinian people also have the right to safety and security just
as Israelis do."

Asked about pictures of child casualties in Gaza, Price replied: "I've seen those
pictures. It's hard not to look at those pictures and feel a sense of the suffering...It's
precisely why today we have called for restraint and de-escalation in an effort to
preserve life."

Price added that the Hamas rocket barrages into Israel were "horrific."
There appears no immediate sign of a ceasefire in Gaza, with militant attacks and
Israeli airstrikes ongoing as of Wednesday. Netanyahu vowed Tuesday that militants
will "pay a dear price" for their attacks.

Meanwhile, the Biden Administration is juggling attempts to quell the violence with
internal Democratic dissent over one of America's longest-standing alliances. For the
progressives, the conflagration in Israel may mark the end of the Biden honeymoon.

How Fauci may have funded the creation of the coronavirus
Tiana Lowe

While Congress sparred over the question of then-President Donald Trump's (first)
impeachment, Sen. Tom Cotton was preoccupied with what would become the story of
the decade. The Arkansas senator was begging the White House to take a novel
coronavirus circulating in China more seriously. He warned that, despite the Chinese
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Communist Party's narrative that it emerged from a wet market, Wuhan was also
home to the Wuhan Institute of Virology, China's only BSL-4 laboratory known to
conduct experiments on novel coronaviruses.

Provided by Washington Examiner

Cotton's queries about the true origin of the virus were written off at the time by the
rest of the federal government and the media. But the circumstantial evidence was
always there. The closest known genetic cousin of SARS-Cov-2 is RaTG13, a
coronavirus with a 96.1% nucleotide similarity. RaTG13 was discovered more than
1,000 miles away from Wuhan and brought back to the WIV by Shi Zhengli, who was
conducting gain-of-function experiments on coronaviruses with the explicit purpose of
making them more transmissible and dangerous.

Despite the State Department's 2018 warning that such experiments were risky, it now
seems likely that the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, headed by
none other than Dr. Anthony Fauci, funded these experiments.

Fauci got just about everything wrong in the early days of the pandemic, from masks
to outdoor transmission. But his early support for the wet market theory seems like no
mere mistake. His nearly omnipotent control over government funding of
virology successfully silenced most of the virology industry.

Fauci categorically denies funding the WIV's gain-of-function experiments with novel
coronaviruses. The evidence tells a different story. In 2017, virologists successfully
lobbied to rescind a moratorium on federal funding for gain-of-function research, a
dangerous scientific practice reviled by other biologists.

But between that moratorium's imposition in 2014 and its repeal, 10
projects received exceptions. One of those awardees was EcoHealth Alliance, a
pandemic prevention nonprofit organization led by Peter Daszak. The description of
Daszak's project, per his application for federal funding, reads, in part, as follows
(emphasis mine).
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This project will examine the risk of future coronavirus (CoV)
emergence from wildlife using in-depth field investigations across the
human-wildlife interface in China, molecular characterization of novel
CoVs and host receptor binding domain genes, mathematical models
of transmission and evolution, and in vitro and in vivo laboratory
studies of host range ... This project aims to understand what factors
increase the risk of the next CoV emerging in people by studying CoV
diversity in a critical zoonotic reservoir (bats), at sites of high risk for
emergence (wildlife markets) in an emerging disease hotspot (China).
The three specific aims of this project are to:
1. Assess CoV spillover potential at high risk human-wildlife
interfaces in China. This will include quantifying he nature and
frequency of contact people have with bats and other wildlife;
serological and molecular screening of people working in wet markets
and highly exposed to wildlife; screening wild-caught and market
sampled bats from 30+ species for CoVs using molecular assays; and
genomic characterization and isolation of novel CoVs.
2. Develop predictive models of bat CoV emergence risk and host
range. A combined modeling approach will include phylogenetic
analyses of host receptors and novel CoV genes (including functional
receptor binding domains); a fused ecological and evolutionary model
to predict host-range and viral sharing; and mathematical matrix
models to examine evolutionary and transmission dynamics.
3. Test predictions of CoV inter-species transmission. Predictive
models of host range (i.e. emergence potential) will be tested
experimentally using reverse genetics, pseudovirus and receptor
binding assays, and virus infection experiments across a range of cell
cultures from different species and humanized mice.

Although EcoHealth Alliance was based in New York, Daszak collaborated with
Zhengli, routing NIAID funding to her coronavirus gain-of-function research.
Funding EcoHealth Alliance is a feature, not a bug, of Fauci's career goals. After the
outbreak of AIDS and then 9/11, Fauci's anti-terror "biodefense" budget exploded to
$1.7 billion by 2003. In a 2011 Washington Post op-ed deeming gain-of-function
experiments a "risk worth taking,"

Fauci wrote, "Working carefully with influenza viruses they have engineered in
isolated biocontainment laboratories, scientists in Europe and the United States have
identified several mechanisms by which the virus might evolve to transmit efficiently
in the ferret, the best animal model for human influenza infection."

"The question is whether benefits of such research outweigh risks," he continued.
"The answer is not simple. A highly pathogenic bird flu virus transmissible in humans
could arise in ways not predicted by laboratory studies. And it is not clear whether
this laboratory virus would behave in humans as it does in ferrets. Nonetheless, new
data provide valuable insights that can inform influenza preparedness and help
delineate the principles of virus transmission between species."
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So it should come as little surprise that Fauci and NIH Director Francis Collins
wrote a loophole in the moratorium that allowed them to continue funding Daszak's
work despite full knowledge of the risks. Unless the bat-borne RaTG13 really
managed to mutate naturally into SARS-Cov-2, travel over 1,000 miles without
infecting anyone along the way, and end up in a wet market that sold neither bats nor
pangolins, then ... well, do the math.

Somehow, Fauci has become a national hero, and the Chinese communists have
gotten off scot-free. Daszak's reward? Becoming the only American on the
China-approved sham World Health Organization "investigation" designed to shut
down an increasingly credible lab leak hypothesis.

Arab-Jewish violence rages on Israeli streets as Gaza conflict intensifies
Alexander Smith, Paul Goldman and Lawahez Jabari

Violence raged on the streets of Israel late Wednesday, with rival Arab and Jewish
mobs carrying out beatings and torching cars in a wave of communal unrest.
As the conflict with Palestinian militants in Gaza intensified and the death toll grew
to at least 90, political leaders in Israel urged an end to the "anarchy" on the streets
of mixed ethnicity towns across the country.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vowed to restore order "with an iron fist
if necessary" after nights of violence.

"It doesn't matter to me that your blood is boiling. You can't take the law in your
hands," he said.

At least 83 Palestinians and seven Israelis have been killed as the Israeli military and
the militant group Hamas continue to exchange barrages of airstrikes and rocket
attacks, officials on either side said.

Israel has prepared combat troops along the Gaza border and was in "various stages
of preparing ground operations," a military spokesman said.

"The chief of staff is inspecting those preparations and providing guidance," Lt. Col.
Jonathan Conricus said.

Meanwhile, tensions and clashes that flared weeks ago in Jerusalem have spread
across Israel.
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Provided by NBC News Image: Israeli police patrol during clashes between Arabs,
police and Jews in Lod (Heidi Levine / AP)

In Lod, near Tel Aviv, groups of Jewish and Arab people ignored a nighttime curfew
and battled on the streets, throwing stones and Molotov cocktails.

Two people were shot and killed and one Israeli Jew was stabbed there, police said.
In nearby Bat Yam an Israeli mob dragged an Arab motorist from his car and
attacked him, leaving him in a serious condition.

In the occupied West Bank, the Israeli military said it thwarted a Palestinian shooting
attack that wounded two people, according to The Associated Press. The Palestinian
Health Ministry said the suspected gunman was killed. No details were immediately
available, the AP said.

The domestic violence was among the worst since the 2000 Palestinian intifada.
While Israel's president, Reuven Rivlin, urged against a "senseless civil war,"
international figures warned that the conflict between Israeli forces and Palestinians
in Gaza risked spiraling toward all-out war.

In a call with Netanyahu on Wednesday, President Joe Biden conveyed his
"unwavering support for Israel's security and for Israel's legitimate right to defend
itself and its people, while protecting civilians," according to a White House
statement.
Secretary of State Anthony Blinken called Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas and
"condemned the rocket attacks and emphasized the need to de-escalate tensions and
bring the current violence to an end," a statement said.

Washington was sending a senior diplomat to the region in an effort to calm tensions.



Amir Levy Image: An Israeli police officer inspects the car of an Israeli Arab man
who was attacked in Bat Yam (Amir Levy / Getty Images)

The rocket attacks and airstrikes followed unrest in Jerusalem, fomented by clashes
between Israeli police and Palestinian worshippers and plans to evict Palestinian
families from land claimed by Jewish settlers.

Hamas, the militant group that governs the Gaza Strip, fired volleys of rockets that by
Thursday morning numbered more than 1,500, Israeli officials said. Seven Israelis
including one soldier have been killed, officials said, with the civilian deaths
occurring in in Lod, Ashkleon and Rishon Lezion.

Incoming flights to Tel Aviv's Ben Gurion Airport, Israel's main international hub,
were diverted as rocket fire again prompted emergency sirens Thursday in the
country's largest city.

The flights were diverted to Ramon International Airport, which is in the south of
Israel and more than 100 miles from Gaza. But Hamas said Thursday it had also fired
at Ramon. Several international airlines have canceled their flights.

Israel has responded by launching airstrikes into Gaza, a tiny, impoverished enclave
blockaded by Israel and Egypt that's home to 2 million Palestinians.

At least 83 people, including 17 children, were killed in the Israeli bombardment
according to the Gaza Health Ministry.

Israel says it has been targeting sites related to Hamas, which it and the U.S. classify
as a terrorist organization, and that it was trying to minimize civilian casualties.

At least one top Hamas commander was among the dead, according to the group's
military wing. the al-Qassam Brigades.
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Liz Cheney ousted from role as House GOP Conference chair; replacement still
unclear
Marisa Schultz

FoxNews.com Rep. Liz Cheney speaks to press after House Republicans voted her out
as Conference Chair.

House Republicans ousted Rep. Liz Cheney Wednesday morning in a closed-door vote
from the No. 3 spot from leadership -- but the Wyoming Republican remained defiant
on the way out.

Cheney had remained steadfast in her opposition to former President Donald
Trump and his "dangerous lies" about the 2020 election being stolen from him --
putting her at odds with other House Republicans who wanted to move on from
the Jan. 6 riot and unite the party to win in the 2022 midterms.

Cheney was removed by a voice vote and took a swing at Trump after the Capitol
meeting.

"I will do everything I can to ensure that the former president never again gets
anywhere near the Oval Office," Cheney said after her ouster.

"We have seen the danger that he continues to provoke with his language. We have
seen his lack of commitment and dedication to the Constitution, and I think it's very
important that we make sure whomever we elect is somebody who will be faithful to
the Constitution."

Republicans, however, felt that Cheney's continued comments against Trump and
conflicting statements against leadership were playing in Democrats' hands and
becoming a distraction. She already survived a vote of no confidence in February, but
instead of treading lightly after the warning shot, Cheney continued to double-down
on her rhetoric, angering her colleagues.
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So on Wednesday, Republicans were quick to move on from Cheney, with Rep.
Madison Cawthorn, R-N.C., sending out a gleeful tweet after her removal. Other
Republicans said Cheney was too focused on attacking the GOP than pushing back on
President Biden and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's policies.

"For months it’s been clear that Cheney is unfit for any leadership role in the
Republican Party," said Rep. Matt Rosendale, R-Mont.

"Conservatives tried to fix the problem in February, but weren't listened to. Even so,
I’m glad we’ve recognized this reality as a conference. Turning the page on her
disastrous tenure will allow House Republicans to focus our messaging on fighting
the Pelosi/Biden agenda."

An election on who will replace Cheney will occur at a later date. Rep. Elise Stefanik,
R-N.Y., is the front runner and has the endorsement of Trump and the top two GOP
leaders: Reps. Kevin McCarthy of California and Steve Scalise of Lousiana.

Trump praised the decision to remove Cheney immediately after the vote and
attacked the congresswoman and daughter of the former vice president. "Liz Cheney
is a bitter, horrible human being," Trump said in a statement. "I watched her
yesterday and realized how bad she is for the Republican Party. She has no
personality or anything good having to do with politics or our country. She is a
talking point for Democrats."

Stefanik, who has been actively building support for the job throughout the month,
officially kicked off her public campaign for the position immediately following the
Cheney vote. She promised a unified message focused on combating Democrats and
socialist policies.

"Our members believe that the stakes are far too high for us to be divided," Stefanik
said in a letter to her colleagues Wednesday asking for their support.

"We stand shoulder to shoulder in believing that we have a historic opportunity to
work as a team to win back the Majority in 2022 on behalf of the American people
and save our great country."

But there's been some conservative blow back to Stefanik's coronation by leadership
with certain members complaining McCarthy moved too fast to endorse her. Stefanik
represents a more moderate New York district north of Albany and has a far less
conservative voting record than Cheney, who represents deep-red Wyoming. The
conservative group Heritage Action gave Cheney a 91% score compared to just 56%
for Stefanik during the most recent Congress.

Rep. Chip Roy, a member of the House Freedom Caucus, wrote a letter to his GOP
colleagues Tuesday questioning Stefanik's voting record against Trump's priorities
and urged Republicans to either leave the No. 3 spot vacant or "choose someone who
reflects our conservative values."

"Therefore, with all due respect to my friend, Elise Stefanik, let us contemplate the
message Republican leadership is about to send by rushing to coronate a

https://heritageaction.com/scorecard/members/116


spokesperson whose voting record embodies much of what led to the 2018 ass-kicking
we received by Democrats," Roy, R-Texas, wrote to his colleagues in a memo
obtained by Fox News.

If Stefanik succeeds, all three members of the top GOP House leadership will have
voted against the certification of President Biden's electoral college victory on Jan. 6.
In contrast, Cheney accepted Biden's victory as legitimate and was one of 10
Republicans who voted to impeach Trump for inciting the Jan. 6 attack at the Capitol.
Trump was later acquitted in the Senate.

McCarthy, who initially cast blame on Trump for sparking the insurrection, has since
reunited with Trump at Mar-a-Lago and welcomed him back to the party. He believes
that Trump and House Republicans working together is the best pathway forward for
Democrats to lose their majority in the 2022 elections.

On the eve of the vote, however, Cheney warned in a fiery six-minute House
floor speech Tuesday night that Republicans need to move on from Trump because the
former president "risks inciting further violence" and had "misled" millions of
Americans with dis-proven claims that the results of the 2020 presidential election
were fraudulent.

"Remaining silent and ignoring the lie emboldens the liar," Cheney said. "I will not
participate in that. I will not sit back and watch in silence while others lead our party
down a path that abandons the rule of law and joins the former president’s crusade to
undermine our democracy."

120 Retired Officers Warn President Biden – They Just Accused Him Of Imposing
‘Tyrannical’ Policies
Adam Casalino

What’s Happening:
Democrats love to roll out figures they think will win over the public.
They used to use celebrities, but it looks like most Americans aren’t impressed with
what entitled liberals have to say.

https://gopdailybrief.com/author/adamcasalino/


So, during the 2020 Election, they dragged out a few retired military officials to slam
Donald Trump.
As if it was hard for them to find a few swamp dwellers to criticize one of the most
pro-military presidents ever.
But, if a handful of political appointees could attack Trump, what does 120
accomplished officers have to say about Biden?

From Daily Caller:

Over 120 retired flag officers — military officers entitled to carry a

flag indicating their rank — have signed a letter warning Americans

of the “tyrannical” and “dictatorial” threats posed by the Biden

administration.

“Our Nation is in deep peril. We are in a fight for our survival as a

Constitutional Republic like no other time since our founding in

1776…”

The letter expressed support for measures to ensure election

integrity and warned that the Biden administration “has launched a

full-blown assault on our Constitutional rights in a dictatorial

manner.”

About 120 retired flag officers called out Joe Biden and his toxic policies. They
warned the country that we haven’t faced this kind of crisis since “our founding in
1776.”

These officers, both former generals and admirals, were high-ranking leaders who
know a thing or two about tyranny. They served our country for years, fighting
foreign nations who despised our liberty and democracy.

Now, they watch as Soviet Joe and his leftist cohorts try to dismantle our identity,
stability, and prosperity through obvious socialist policies.

It’s not just the economy Joe Biden is hurting. You probably heard about his
anti-Second Amendment agenda. He has demanded Congress pass radical new laws
that would make our right to bear arms a thing of the past.

He is also pushing “critical race theory” in public schools, a curriculum that rewrites
our very history.

Biden and Democrats have also turned a blind eye to social media censorship, a
blatant attempt to undermine our free speech online.



And we’ve all seen how Democrats went after churches during the pandemic.
If you don’t think Joe is going after our Constitutional rights, just look around. These
flag officers have no reason to speak up—unless the threat was this great.

Our only hope is in states—and Republican lawmakers—who are willing to fight
back.

The Biden Administration’s Vaccine Mistake
Tom Cotton

After just four months in office, President Biden has already agreed to one of the
worst trade concessions in American history. On May 5, the president and his Trade
Representative announced that they would support a World Trade Organization
(WTO) waiver gutting patent and intellectual-property (IP) protections for American
COVID-19 vaccine producers.

At first glance, this might seem like a generous humanitarian gesture aimed at
expanding the supply of vaccines — but in reality, it is a bungled attempt at
benevolence that could have tragic consequences.

Kevin Lamarque/Reuters President Joe Biden speaks from the Rose Garden of the
White House in Washington, D.C., May 13, 2021.

This decision reflects a basic misunderstanding of the barriers to vaccine
development and distribution. The limiting factor is not intellectual property; it’s the
global supply chain and a raw-material bottleneck. The Pfizer vaccine, for example,
requires 280 materials produced in 19 different countries. Only a year ago, no one
had ever produced many of these materials on a commercial or industrial scale.

This complex and delicate web of producers could easily collapse under a steep rise
in demand from countries trying to prop up fledgling vaccine producers. The
manufacturers of these raw materials might in turn need to ration their products at
raised prices. It would also encourage hoarding and a series of other market
inefficiencies that would disrupt and delay vaccine distribution.
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Although many nations would like to reproduce our vaccines, only a select few
actually have the capabilities to succeed, including China. Yet other nations probably
would not stop their efforts to replicate our vaccines on the cheap without proper
safety and health measures in place. The result could both enrich China and poison
millions. Neither outcome is desirable, acceptable, or remotely necessary.

America’s taxpayers invested $20 billion to develop, produce, and distribute safe,
reliable, and effective vaccines. This investment paid off, and the United States
pioneered three of the safest and most effective vaccines in history, all in record
speed.

Pfizer is now on the path to produce 3 billion vaccine doses by the end of 2021,
Johnson & Johnson is expected to deliver 1 billion one-dose shots, and Moderna is
projected to deliver between 700 million and 1 billion doses. All told, the United
States can fully vaccinate our own people, and also vaccinate much of the world by
the end of the year.

Instead of giving away our trade secrets, the Biden administration should arrange for
other governments to buy what we are already on track to produce. In the case of
desperately poor nations, we could give vaccines free of charge, in keeping with our
long tradition of humanitarian generosity.

This policy would leave essential supply chains intact and ensure the quality and
safety of the vaccines. It would also have the additional benefit of creating American
jobs and building skills for our nation’s workers.

President Biden still has ample time to reverse course — and I sincerely hope that he
does. For once, the bureaucratic inertia of the WTO could play to our advantage,
giving the president time to reconsider this imprudent error before it becomes gross
negligence.

If the president does not reverse course, he will do immense harm to both the United
States and the world. In these perilous times, we should put our confidence and our
fate in our own hands. If we do, the nation that once was dubbed the “Arsenal of
Democracy” can now serve as the Supplier of Recovery.

Vladimir Putin Calls Escalating Israel Conflict a 'Direct Threat' to Russia's
Security
Katherine Fung
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Mikhail Klimentyev/AFP Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks with French
President Emmanuel Macron during a video conference on June 26, 2020 at the
Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Moscow. Putin said the escalating

Israel-Palestine conflict "directly…

Russian President Vladimir Putin called the escalating Israel-Palestinian conflict a
direct threat to Russia's security on Friday.

During a meeting with the Russian Security Council, Putin said that the proximity of
the violence in Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip to Russia "directly affects" his country's
agenda on security.

"I would like to ask my colleagues to comment on the current situation in the Middle
East, I mean the escalated Palestinian-Israeli conflict. This is happening in the
immediate vicinity of our borders and directly affects our security interests," Putin is
quoted saying by the Turkish state-run news agency Anadolu Agency.

The Israel Defense Forces declined Newsweek's request for comment, citing military
policy that does not allow the IDF to speak on foreign policy matters.

Tensions have continued to escalate since an Israeli court ordered the eviction of
Palestinian families from the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of East Jerusalem.
Palestinians protesting in solidarity with the area's residents have been targeted by
Israeli forces.

On Sunday, Palestinian militants in Gaza fired hundreds of rockets into Israel,
followed by Israeli airstrikes.

A week of back-and-forth attacks have left 119 dead, with 830 wounded, in Gaza, the
Associated Press reported. Seven people have been killed in Israel, including a
6-year-old boy and a soldier, the AP said.

On Wednesday, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Larov pushed for an international
effort to diffuse the conflict, calling for a "quartet" to meet on the situation.

"I think we came to a common conclusion that the most urgent task is calling a
meeting of the quartet of international mediators: Russia, the United States, the U.N.
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and the European Union," Larov said at a joint briefing with U.N. Secretary-General
António Guterres, adding that Guterres should act as the coordinator of the meeting.

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Vershinin has called on Israel to
"immediately" stop all settlement activities in the Palestinian territories, according to
Russian state-owned news agency RIA Novosti.

Vershinin said Moscow wants the "status quo of Jerusalem's sacred sites" to be
respected as Palestinian protesters and Israeli police clash on a daily basis in the
city.

Hundreds have been injured in riots at Jersualem's Al-Aqsa mosque over the past
several days, after an Israeli court ordered the eviction of several Palestinian families
from the city's Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood.

"The parties discussed the current situation in the Palestine-Israel conflict area in
detail, with an emphasis on the need to de-escalate tensions as soon as possible and
ensure proper security of Israeli and Palestinian civilians," Vershinin said in a
Friday statement.

Defense Claims Medical Examiner Was Coerced To Say George Floyd Died Of
Asphyxia
Sandy Malone

Minneapolis, MN – Attorneys for former Minneapolis Police Officer Tou Thao
claimed in a motion filed Wednesday that the medical examiner had been coerced into
finding that George Floyd died of asphyxia from neck compression and asked the
judge to kick the attorney general off the case for prosecutorial misconduct.

Activity had picked up for the impending joint trial in August of former Minneapolis
Police Officers J. Alexander Kueng, Thomas Lane, and Thao.
But on Thursday, the judge bumped the officers’ trial back to March of
2022, KARE reported.
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Former Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin was found guilty of second-degree
murder, third-degree murder, and third-degree manslaughter for the death of Floyd
as he was being arrested on May 25, 2020.

Kueng, Lane, and Thao are charged with third-degree aiding and abetting the murder
of Floyd.

Chauvin will be sentenced on June 25 and faces up to 40 years in prison after
Hennepin County District Court Judge Peter Cahill ruled the aggravated nature of
his crimes warranted enhanced sentencing.

Cahill said he delayed the other former officers’ trial in order to create “space” from
the publicity that will surround Chauvin’s sentencing, KARE reported.

Eric Nelson, Chauvin’s attorney, has also filed a motion for a new trial citing
prosecutorial and juror misconduct, as well of abuse of discretion by Cahill that
deprived his client of due process.

At a hearing for Thao, Lane, and Kueng on May 13, the defense attorneys for all three
former officers agreed the federal civil rights cases against their clients should
proceed before the state trial since those charges carried more serious potential
penalties, KARE reported.

On May 6, a federal grand jury indicted all four officers involved in the arrest of
Floyd on charges they violated Floyd’s civil rights during the incident that led to his
death.

Cahill also ruled on a motion from Lane’s attorney, Earl Gray, seeking all
Minneapolis police use-of-force complaints to demonstrate that no officer has ever
tried to intervene with force on another officer, as the prosecution has said the other
three officers should have done with Chauvin, KARE reported.

The state is struggling to produce documentation to back up the claims made by
experts and Minneapolis police officials on the stand during Chauvin’s trial and the
defense is demanding it since the same sort of testimony was expected for the next
trial.

Cahill ordered prosecutors to get Minneapolis Police Lieutenant Richard Zimmerman
to locate a police report from the late 1980s or early 1990s to back up his testimony
in the Chauvin trial, KARE reported.

Lt. Zimmerman told the jury he had physically used force to stop another officer from
using excessive force on a prisoner in handcuffs.

Cahill also began to tackle a weighty motion from Thao’s attorney that accused
Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison and Principal Deputy Solicitor General
Neal Katyal of ethics violations, KARE reported.
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Robert M. Paule and Natalie R. Paule, attorneys for Thao, claimed in a motion filed
on May 12 that Hennepin County Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Andrew Baker
changed his autopsy findings after he was threatened by the former DC chief medical
examiner with a nasty column in The Washington Post, Law&Crime reported.

The Paules alleged in their motion that Baker received a call in the two days prior to
the release of the autopsy report from former DC Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Roger
Mitchell who reportedly told the Hennepin County ME he “should fire his public
information officer” for releasing the initial statement that said the autopsy “revealed
no physical findings that support a diagnosis of traumatic asphyxia or strangulation.”

“After the phone conversation between Dr. Mitchell and Dr. Baker, Dr. Mitchell
decided he was going to release an op-ed critical of Dr. Baker’s findings in the
Washington Post,” the motion read.
“Dr. Mitchell first called Dr. Baker to let him know.”

Thao’s attorney alleged that Mitchell told Baker he didn’t want to be the smartest
person in the room and be wrong and told him that neck compression had to be in the
diagnosis, Law&Crime reported.

“The final autopsy findings included neck compression,” the motion read.

“This was contrary to Dr. Baker’s conclusion before speaking with Dr. Mitchell
twice.”

The Paules also pointed out in the motion that Mitchell went after former Maryland
Chief Medical Examiner David Fowler after he testified on behalf of the defense and
sent a letter asking for an investigation of Fowler’s medical license, Law&Crime
reported.

“Less than 24 hours after receiving the letter, the Maryland Attorney General’s
Office announced that there should be a review of all in custody death reports
produced by the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner during Dr. Fowler’s tenu[r]e,”
the motion read.

“There is no discovery disclosed condoning Dr. Mitchell’s intimidation and
coercion,” the defense filing reads.

This includes no documentation that the State reported Dr. Mitchell to the pertinent
medical board(s) for his behavior and potential criminal activity.”

The Paules alleged in the document that several specific prosecutors had knowledge
that Mitchell had coerced Baker but did nothing about it, Law&Crime reported.
Cahill has not ruled on those motions.

He scheduled an evidentiary hearing for August to go into more depth on Thao’s
attorneys’ motion seeking discipline against whomever leaked information that
Chauvin had attempted an earlier plea deal to The New York Times during jury
selection, KARE reported.
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Cahill said the hearing could have been avoided if prosecutors had been willing to
swear they hadn’t done it.

The state has claimed the leaks were from the U.S. Department of Justice but only one
of the prosecutors from the attorney general’s office or the Hennepin County district
attorney’s office has submitted an affidavit swearing they were not the source of the
leak, KARE reported.

GBI Report Indicates DA May Have Lied To Charge Officer Rolfe With Rayshard
Brooks’ Murder
Sandy Malone

Atlanta, GA – Newly-released details from the Georgia Bureau of Investigation’s
(GBI) report on the officer-involved shooting of Rayshard Brooks contradicted
statements the former district attorney made when he announced 11 charges,
including murder, against Atlanta Police Officer Garrett Rolfe.

Noah Pines, an attorney for Officer Rolfe, has accused now-former Fulton County
District Attorney Paul Howard of trying to use the prosecution of the officer to his
political advantage during a hotly-contested re-election bid last year, the Atlanta
Journal-Constitution reported.

“Paul Howard disregarded the evidence and the experts and arrested Officer Rolfe in
an attempt to help his bid for re-election,” Pines said in a written statement.

“Paul Howard and his staff misinformed the public and the Court as to the facts of
this case.”

The attorney told the Atlanta Journal-Constitution that Howard’s statements to the
public and the arguments made by prosecutors from his office at Officer Rolfe’s bond
hearing in June of 2020 “were not accurate, omitted exculpatory facts, and could
have impacted this Court’s decision to impose restrictive conditions of bond.”
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GBI investigates almost every shooting in the state involving law enforcement but
Howard said last June that the state agency didn’t need to investigate the Brooks
shooting, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported.

He said the video and witness testimony were enough and charged Officer Rolfe five
days after the incident, three months before the GBI’s investigation of the shooting
was completed.

Howard claimed Brooks posed no threat to officers and was only “slightly impaired,”
the Atlanta Journal Constitution reported. However, the GBI’s report came to very
different conclusions.

It turned out that Brooks was on probation at the time of the incident and had drugs
inside his vehicle in the Wendy’s parking lot, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution
reported.

He would have gone back to prison if he had been arrested for driving under the
influence and the drugs had been found after police caught him asleep in his car at
the fast food drive-thru.

A motion filed by the defense to change the terms of Officer Rolfe’s bond said that
methamphetamines and eutylone, a designer drug stimulant, were found in Brooks’
vehicle, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported.

The toxicology tests conducted by GBI’s lab found Brooks’ blood contained cocaine,
a prescription sedative, and eutylone when he was shot.

Pines’ motion also pointed to the fact Howard had claimed Officer Rolfe said “I got
him” and no witnesses had confirmed that, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported.
He also said video proved Officer Rolfe had not kicked Brooks after he shot him as
the former district attorney claimed at the time he announced charges against the
officer.

Howard lost his re-election bid and was replaced by Fulton County District Attorney
Fani Willis.

Willis recused her office from the case because of obvious conflicts of interest and
Officer Rolfe has been left in limbo until a judge decides who has jurisdiction to
proceed with the prosecution, the Atlanta Journal Constitution reported.

In the meantime, Pines wants the judge to reconsider the terms of his client’s bond,
based on the accurate information in the GBI report and the fact that Officer Rolfe
has been reinstated to the police department.

“Now that the independent investigation by the GBI has been completed and Paul
Howard is no longer around to misinform the public and this Court about the facts of
this case, it is time for this Court to re-examine the conditions of bond imposed on
Officer Rolfe,” the motion read.



Pines wants the judge to allow Officer Rolfe to have a gun and permit him to interact
with other police officers, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported.

The attorney’s motion also requested removal of Officer Rolfe’s ankle monitor,
permission to leave the state, and an end to a curfew.

The fatal shooting that led to former Officer Rolfe’s arrest occurred after officers
responded to a call for a man asleep in the Wendy’s drive-thru late on June 12, 2020.
Officers administered a field sobriety test and established probable cause to arrest
Brooks, but when they went to put the suspect in handcuffs, the previously-calm man
attacked them.

Brooks stole Atlanta Police Officer Devin Brosnan’s Taser, tased the officer, and then
fled with the weapon in hand.
Sponsored:

Officer Rolfe pursued Brooks on foot with his own Taser in hand, until Brooks turned
back and fired his Taser at Officer Rolfe.

That’s when Officer Rolfe dropped his Taser, drew his pistol, and fatally shot Brooks.
Now-former Atlanta Police Chief Erika Shields fired Officer Rolfe the day after the
shooting.

Now-former Fulton County District Attorney Paul Howard held a press conference
five days later to announce he was charging the former officer with murder for the
fatal shooting of Brooks.

Howard also announced that Officer Brosnan was facing three felony charges and
that he had turned state’s witness on Officer Rolfe. That turned out not to be true.

Attorneys for Officer Rolfe filed a lawsuit to get his job back in August of 2020.
The lawsuit claimed that his termination violated his constitutional rights and the
Atlanta city code, the Associated Press reported.

It argued that then-Officer Rolfe used deadly force against Brooks “within the scope
and course of his duties” as a response to “Brooks’ violent, unlawful, aggressive
resistance to a lawful arrest.”

Attorneys for the former officer argued in the complaint that their client could have
only been terminated for cause and that he was entitled to due process.
The city’s Civil Service Board agreed the officer had been denied due process
and reinstated Officer Rolfe on May 5.

He has been placed on paid administrative leave until the criminal proceedings have
concluded.
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https://policetribune.com/garret-rolfe-sues-to-get-his-job-back-as-da-tries-to-revoke-his-bond/
https://ktxs.com/news/nation-world/former-officer-who-shot-rayshard-brooks-sues-over-firing
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Tensions Among Democrats Grow Over Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Lisa Lerer and Jennifer Medina

In 1988, when James Zogby, the founder of the Arab American Institute, pushed
Democrats to include a mention of Palestinian sovereignty in their platform, party
leaders responded with a clear warning, he recalled: “If the P-word is even in the
platform, all hell will break loose.” Eager to stave off an angry confrontation at the
convention, the issue was shelved without a vote.

Stefani Reynolds for The New York Times

Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York and other progressive members
of Congress delivered impassioned speeches about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on
the House floor on Thursday.

Now, with violence in Israel and the Palestinian territories forcing the issue back to
the forefront of American politics, divisions between the leadership of the Democratic
Party and the activist wing have burst into public view. While the Biden administration
is handling the growing conflict as a highly sensitive diplomatic challenge involving a
longstanding ally, the ascendant left views it as a searing racial justice issue that is
deeply intertwined with the politics of the United States.
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Doug Mills/The New York Times Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
developed a mutually beneficial relationship with former President Donald J. Trump.

For those activists, Palestinian rights and the decades-long conflict over land in the
Middle East are linked to causes like police brutality and conditions for migrants at the
U.S.-Mexico border. Party activists who fight for racial justice now post messages
against the “colonization of Palestine” with the hashtag #PalestinianLivesMatter.

With President Biden in the White House, traditional U.S. support for Israel is hardly in
question from a policy perspective; he has made his support for the country clear
throughout his nearly 50 years in public life. Still, the terms of the debate are shifting
in Democratic circles.

On Thursday, a group of leading progressive members of Congress offered a rare
break from party unity, giving fiery speeches on the House floor that accused Mr.
Biden of ignoring the plight of Palestinians and “taking the side of the occupation.”

Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York directly challenged the
president, who had asserted that Israel had a right to defend itself. “Do Palestinians
have a right to survive?” she asked in an impassioned address.

“Do we believe that? And if so, we have a responsibility to that as well.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/12/world/middleeast/biden-netanyahu-israel.html


Samuel Corum/Getty Images Representative Ted Deutch of Florida and other
moderate Democrats have offered their “unwavering and steadfast support” for Israel.

Less than 24 hours later, on Friday, nearly 150 prominent liberal advocacy
organizations issued a joint statement calling for “solidarity with the Palestinian
residents” and condemning “Israeli state violence” and “supremacy” in Jerusalem.

The statement was signed not just by groups focused on Middle Eastern and Jewish
issues but by groups dedicated to causes like climate change, immigration, feminism
and racial justice — a sign that for the party’s liberal faction, the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict has moved far beyond the realm of foreign policy.

“The base of the party is moving in a very different direction than where the party
establishment is,” Mr. Zogby said. “If you support Black Lives Matter, it was not a
difficult leap to saying Palestinian lives matter, too.”

Leaders of the country’s biggest pro-Israel lobby, American Israel Public Affairs
Committee, or AIPAC, say they are confident of their support from the White House
and Capitol Hill, pointing to continued congressional backing of several billion dollars
in aid to Israel annually. Before Ms. Ocasio-Cortez and other liberals took the House
floor on Thursday, other Democratic lawmakers offered their “unwavering and
steadfast support” for Israel.

“Please don’t be fooled by false choices: Israel or Hamas,” Representative Ted Deutch,
a Democrat from Florida, said in a floor speech.

“If I am asked to choose between a terrorist organization and our democratic ally, I
will stand with Israel.”

Yet, even Senator Robert Menendez, the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee known for his staunch support of Israel, offered a rare rebuke on Saturday,
condemning recent strikes that killed Palestinian civilians and destroyed media offices.



The Biden administration did not respond to a request for comment about the
criticism from the left.

For decades, both parties offered almost unquestioning support for Israel, with words
like “occupation” and “Palestine” considered far outside the acceptable debate in
official Washington. But left-wing Democrats no longer shy away from such terms.

“We oppose our money going to fund militarized policing, occupation and systems of
violent oppression and trauma,” Representative Cori Bush of Missouri, a Black Lives
Matter activist now in her first term in Congress, said in her own floor speech on
Thursday.

“Until all our children are safe, we will continue to fight for our rights in Palestine and
in Ferguson.”

Representative Rashida Tlaib of Michigan, a Palestinian-American from Detroit,
referred to herself as “a reminder to colleagues that Palestinians do indeed exist, that
we are human,” before condemning “Israel’s apartheid government” from the House
floor.

The debate within the Democratic Party reflects a longstanding divide among
American Jews, a mostly Democratic and secular group, who are enmeshed in their
own tussle over how to view the Israeli-Palestinian tensions.

An older generation sees Israel as an essential lifeline amid growing global
anti-Semitism, while young voters struggle to reconcile the right-wing policies of the
Israeli government with their own liberal values.

A survey released in the past week by the Pew Research Center found that two-thirds
of American Jews 65 and older described themselves as emotionally attached to Israel,
compared with 48 percent of Jewish adults under 30.

“The rise of identity politics made this almost inevitable,” said Daniel Gordis, senior
vice president at the Shalem College in Jerusalem.

“It looks like weak against the strong, the disenfranchised against the enfranchised,
the stateless against the state.”

He argues in his most recent book, “We Stand Divided,” which examines the rift
between American Jews and Israel, that the history of Jews and Israel should not be
viewed through the same lens as the racial and political history of the United States.

Israel’s experience is distinct, he said, because of Judaism’s biblical ties to its land and
because the country was founded in part as a refuge from anti-Semitism after the
Holocaust.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/03/us/anti-semitism-hate-crimes.html
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For some Jewish Democrats who consider themselves firm supporters of Israel, the
relationship between former President Donald J. Trump and Israel’s right-wing prime
minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, added a crassly partisan element to an already
complicated issue. The former president closely aligned his administration with the
embattled prime minister and delivered a long-sought Israeli goal of moving the
American Embassy to Jerusalem.

In return, Mr. Netanyahu promoted Mr. Trump among Republicans and conservative
Christians in the U.S., lifting his standing with the evangelical leaders who wield
influence over the voters who proved vital to Mr. Trump’s electoral support.

As many as a quarter of Jews in the United States vote Republican, the survey showed,
a marked increase in the last several years. The shift has been driven largely by
Orthodox Jews, whose numbers remain small but continue to grow.

The Pew survey showed that among Republican Jews, nearly three-quarters said they
felt a strong attachment to Israel, while only 52 percent of Jewish Democrats
expressed the same belief. Jewish Democrats are also much more likely to say that the
United States is too supportive of Israel.

The shifting views on Israel and the Palestinians have not gone unnoticed by Jewish
Democrats. In synagogue email exchanges and private WhatsApp groups, American
Jews fret about whether there is wholehearted support for Israel in the party, posting
details about solidarity marches and encouraging their members to stand united.

In his suburban Philadelphia congregation, Rabbi Shai Cherry worries that support for
Israel has become even more divisive.

With the rise of Ms. Ocasio-Cortez and the left, and “the unalloyed support” for the
Netanyahu government on the right, he said in an interview, there is a sense that
“liberal American Jews are being squeezed.”

Like many of his congregants, he questions the policies of the Netanyahu government,
but he said that now was not the time to debate finer points of policy. This past week,
he sent an email to his congregants urging them to “stand united against those who
wage war on the very existence of our one and only Jewish state.”

During his first four months in office, Mr. Biden devoted little attention to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, an intractable issue that had bedeviled his predecessors.
But the violence in recent days, the worst in years, has proved just how difficult that
will be. And now, Mr. Biden finds his administration buffeted by conflicting forces
within his coalition.

“Neglect is not a policy,” said Jeremy Ben-Ami, the president of the pro-Israel,
pro-peace advocacy group J Street, who would like to see Mr. Biden more engaged in
the region.
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As the fighting has exploded, Mr. Biden has relied on a familiar playbook. On Saturday,
he spoke with Mr. Netanyahu and made his first call to Mahmoud Abbas, the
president of the Palestinian Authority.

Even advocates like Mr. Zogby admit that AIPAC maintains its hold on official
Washington.

“Their influence in Congress is still enormous, but they’re losing ground all around
them,” he said. “Can they still get a letter signed by 300 members? Of course they can.
But is that where the debate is in the party?”

Some of the country’s most generous donors to Israeli causes and Democratic politics
say they’re worried about the newer voices within their party.

“I’m a Democrat, and unfortunately there is an extreme left wing of the Democratic
Party that could use some education on what’s in our American interest,” said Haim
Saban, a prominent party donor who recently joined a nonpartisan organization
started by Jared Kushner, Mr. Trump’s son-in-law, to promote relations between four
Arab states and Israel.

“On Israel there should be no argument. It’s the only democracy in the region and our
staunchest ally in the region.”

In some ways, the shift in the Democratic Party began under the Obama
administration, when Democratic officials, including Mr. Biden, pressed for the Iran
nuclear deal. Mr. Netanyahu defied President Barack Obama’s wishes and spoke
against the deal to a joint session of Congress, at the invitation of Republicans. The
appearance angered many Democrats, particularly supporters of Israel who oppose
Mr. Netanyahu’s policies.

Ron Dermer, the former Israeli ambassador to the United States, suggested in the past
week that Israel should focus more on the “passionate and unequivocal” support of
evangelical Christians instead of American Jews, who he said were “disproportionately
among our critics.”

But many Jewish progressives say their criticism comes from a place of love and
idealism. They argue that the Israeli and American governments would be wise to tune
out some of the partisan language and move beyond what they call the false choice of
being either pro-Israeli or pro-Palestinian.

“What most American Jews desire is to see Israelis and Palestinians living in dignity, in
a just and equitable society,” said Rabbi Sharon Brous, the leader of IKAR, a large
progressive synagogue in Los Angeles. “It is imperative that we support a third way,”
she said, “recognizing the generational trauma and suffering of both peoples and
creating a just and shared future for everyone.”
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